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uop Turkish Government much irritated refusal Saudi Government permit a E 
OLI Turkish planes carrying medical supplies and personnel to Pakistian ay pa 
stop en route at Dhahran. No reason given. Sharp protest deliverq + 
ocp ~- ©7 Saudi Legation. Turkish missions Moslem states instructed sdek . © 
USIA maximum publicity, utilizing following statement disseminated by O 
cta Official Anatolian News Agency last evening (prepared in Foreign , 
OSD Office) ‘ , i) 
wavy QUOTE re 
Aik 
> As is known, the Red Crescent had decided to'send assistance in o1 
money and supplies to the victims of the catastrophic iLnundations 
which have recently ravaged Pakistan. O 
We have. just learned with regret that the Saudi Arabian Governme O 
has refused without any reason the authorization requested for th o 
overflight of Saudi territory and a landing for technical reason 
at the Dhahran Airfield of two Turkish eae wer>= 
to transport to Pakistan the supplies in question an relief fam 
personnel of the Red Crescent led by its Secretary General. 
This act by Saudi Arabia is not only incompatible with inter- wa ‘\! 
national custom and usage but the extremely urgent humanitarian (7 Hos 
aid being extended to our Pakistani brothers is delayed a certai ad 
time by this action of this government which talks about frater- > ~ 
nity among Moslem peoples. = 
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suBJEcT’ Saudi Arabian Refusal to Allow Turkish Army Planes Carrying Relief Supplies 
to Pakistan Flood Victims to Refuel at Dhahran 
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| Mr. Bulend KESTELLI, the First Secretary of the Turkish Embassy in Baghdad, 
tells us that two Turkish Army aircraft, carrying medical and other relief 
supplies for the victims of the recent floods in ERASER, landed in Baghdad 
yesterday afternoon en route to Karachi. 

Kestelli states that the Turkish Embassy approached the Saudi Arabian O1 
Legation in Baghdad last week to request Saudi Arabian permission that the two + 
aircraft be allowed to land at Dhahran for refueling purposes. Four days later, 0 
he relates, the Saudi Arabian Legation in Baghdad informed him that permission eS 


for such refueling had been refused — this, despite the fact that the Saudi 
Arabians were fully aware of the nature of the relief cargos carried by the planes 


Kestelli suggests that the Saudi Arabian refusal was prompted solely by 
political considerations and was intended to show the Saudi Arabian Government's 


displeasure with both Turkey and Pakistan for their participation in the Baghdad 
Pacte 


SSEec-OCl 


He says that the two aircraft will continue on their way this ee as 
planned and will simply be re-routed by way of Bahrain. 


the 
Pakistani Ambassador QURESHI last night Oi ee Gounssion/ siiilee 
account of above and expressed his deep concern over the Saudi Arabian Govern= 
ment's shortsighted action. 
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The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 
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In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 





restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 


available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 


Security- Classified Information 


[ ] Otherwise Restricted Information 
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